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Gorman, Herbert The Breast the Dove 
Rinehart. Apr. 13, 1950. 440p. $3.50. 


After recent excursion into Joycean exegesis, Herbert 
Gorman returns the historical romance with book 
that confirms him distinguished story-teller even 
though will not place him among the great novelists. 
Titled from the folk song “La Paloma”, The Breast 
the Dove completes trilogy begun with Wine San 
Lorenzo (the Mexican War) and continued with Cry 
Dolores (the uprising against the Spaniards 1810). 
The present novel tells the story the ill-advised 
Mexican Empire under Maximilian and Carlota, from 
its beginning 1864 the conclusion madness and 


death 1867. 


The account opens with the arrival Maximilian 
Vera Cruz. has bargained his rights the Austrian 
succession for opportunity develop, with the aid 
Napoleon III’s soldiers, what fondly hopes will 
great empire. His impulsive philandering Brazil 
enroute has estranged his beautiful wife from him 
sexually, but otherwise Carlota resolved 
her role Empress with zealous devotion. They have 
reached port day early, and the lack salvo 
greeting makes the Emperor petulantly annoyed with 
his new subjects. 


This inauspicious beginning prophetic the succes- 
sive misunderstandings and mistakes that follow. There 
means unanimous support the new regime, 
and Maximilian lacks the insight into native character 
necessary overcome both the armed resistance and 
hidden resentment that oppose his efforts mold 
liberal government with justice for all. first, how- 
ever, two factors sustain him: the French army keeps 
the opposition confined guerrilla action the hills, 
and the wealthy clericalist group offers support the 
cities. The collapse begins with demands presented 
the Papal Nuncio, who pictured stubbornly self- 
righteous and unreasoning person, for privileged con- 
cessions Catholicism. Maxmilian’s blunt efforts 
compromise fail, and subsequent nationalization 
Church property costs him the only substantial internal 
support had held. too, his stand alien- 
ates Napoleon. The Empress travels Europe 


desperate effort salvage that ends futilely and tragi- 
cally the loss her mind. Withdrawal the 
French troops and treachery the native ranks com- 
bine bring final defeat for the few loyal regiments, 
and quick trial brings Maximilian death before 
firing squad. 
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Intermingled with this historical account another 
story, secondary the plotting but primary propor- 
tion and reading interest, about the adventures Cap- 
tain Charles Balzane the French army and Royal 
Guard. Fresh from the brothels Oran, the Captain 
welcomed Dona Otea Uranza, sexual animal 
tireless and unrestrained adultery who singles him 
out for her favors. first they satisfy, but later satiety 
and the the husband resolve Balzane 
new life. also has transferred his affections the 
Empress, whom worships from afar until chance 
makes them co-discovers Maximilian’s secret affair 
with his gardener’s wife Carlota remorsefully was 
about resume cohabitation with her husband. 
Though they never become lovers except Balzane’s 
dreams, this bond between them strengthens and forms 
him unfailing devotion ever after. 


Meantime Balzane cultivates the acquaintance Cap- 
tain D’Hilliers and expatriate Yankee named Sam 
Glib, and with them plays three musketeers adven- 
turous support the lost cause. Otea, however, re- 
fuses tossed aside and dedicates herself ven- 
geance. She stabs Balzane almost mortally, and then 
spying foils successive efforts rescue Maximilian 
before she herself comes violent death. Balzane 
eventually makes his way back France, and coda 
ties the remaining strands together reporting three 
events Europe: Oct. 10, 1918, the execution the 
French Maximilian’s illegitimate son German 
spy; Jan. 16, 1927, the death Empress Carlota, 
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Gorman Winsor Ritner Leahy 


still demented seclusion; Jan. 18, 1927, Balzane’s 
receiving this news daily paper, after which 
falls asleep listening “La Paloma” 
dies. 


The story crowded with incident and character that 
occasionally retard its movement, but after slow be- 
ginning generally sustains interest. The successful 
blending romance with history its most obvious 
merit; this achievement and Gorman’s stylistic fluency 
make the novel better than average. The lack 
equal talent for subtlety and depth characterization 
perhaps the chief reason that fails really 
distinguished. presentation the role 
the Church, the Otea affair, and some occasionally 
plain language are objectionable varying degree but 
cannot accounted dangerous for mature readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Winsor, Kathleen Star Money 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Apr. 12, 1950. 442p. $3.00. 
study frenzied frustration and sexual satiety, 
Winsor’s latest excuse for art straight down the 
line poolroom pornography. Except that the bedrooms 
are furnished modern smoked glass and white faille, 
simply reissue Amber’s escapades under 
different name. 


Young Shireen Delaney, malcontent with the war and 
her respectably dull Navy husband, forthwith devours 
392 books (count ’em!) Jamaican research relieve 
the tedium and writes historical best seller quicker 
than you can whisper “Georgia Marsh, agent”. The 
witching aura metoric fame turns her overnight 
from naive, small town housewife rich, sought- 
after Cinderella. (It interesting note from time 
time the author’s clamorous insistence that “this 


Being lovely—and lonely—it natural that Shireen 
snatch her moments ecstasy nauseam any 
man’s arms while her spouse off the battlefront. 
And equally natural that her long-suffering better 
half will, sooner later, expendable this new 
life, though endures 442 pages Shireen’s extra 
marital adventures before leaving her. 


Miss Winsor’s very limited imagination must have 
reached the end its rope now. Certainly her 
talent for writing intelligent prose aspires higher 
than stagy, sixth grade level; her dialogue pattern 
confined such sparkling juvenilia “God, but you’re 
beautiful!” “Really?” and “But having fun!” 


sense, the book rather remarkable for the amount 
mud uncovers—quite enough produce fine 
crop indiscriminate weeds. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, lowa 
Ritner, Ann The Green Bough 
Lippincott. Apr. 12, 1950. 255p. $2.75. 


Here innocuous little story, quite clean and 
entirely without problems, 


Best SELLERS 


could given any adolescent girl-reader with guarantee 
enjoyment. Women’s magazine fiction, deals with 
family two boys and four girls. One the boys 
just rounding into manhood; the other still the 
nursery. Oldest the girls Lizzie, 23-year-old 
teacher, frustrated and unhappy because her marriage 
delayed her fiancé’s need support his mother 
and sister. Ella Mae eighteen and love with 
Walter, the nonconformist son the banking Norrises 
next door; the turns and twists this love affair 
which provides the central plot. Sophie nine 
brightly original, precociously understanding, and her 
worst enfant terrible. Smaller Sara merely color- 
less copykitten. 
Annie, now comfortably married and smugly superior 
her sisters, fact which contributes Lizzie’s mal- 
adjustment. 


Goodall Pére, attempt assuage his own loneli- 
ness and ease the situation for his children, marries 
Henrietta Garretson, the girls’ spinster music-teacher 
who makes practice dragging into her conversation 
some mention her student days the Boston 
The older members the family are 
outraged the marriage; but they find that after Miss 
Garretson has become Mrs. Goodall family crises 
smooth out and characters become little stronger. 
Eventually, Ella Mae and Walter, surmounting the 
latter’s moods and instability, work their problems-out 
their own satisfaction and that their families. 


Needless say, the author’s characterization the 
weakest part her novel. Consistency falters before 
the plot’s necessities; action occurs with little 
root the nature the person earlier postulated. 
However, rather possible that the romantic girl 
reader will sufficiently impressed Ella Mae’s 
Grizelda patience with her lover think the tale 
And not bothered its lack 


depth, all. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Leahy, William Was There 


Whittlesey House. Mar. 20, 1950. 527p. $5.00. 


How about one more war book? Admiral Leahy’s 
volume admittedly bit late appearing but 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 

Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. second 
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pleasure compliment you upon Best 
Sellers and express the hope that may 
have wide patronage. 


Bishop Harrisburg 


big book, and required much labor. worth read- 
ing? think is, unless your time very valuable. 
that event, disregard because there not much 
that may new you. After all not fair 
demand “professional military man with half 
century experience” [the Admiral’s description 
himself, 441] that present any original viewpoints 
question any policy initiated superior. The 
deadening influence militarism found throughout 
the volume. Leahy had more tendency question 
decision reached Roosevelt than German general 
had question decision reached Hitler. you 
are sensible enough realize that simple fact you can 
profit from reading the book. not expect much 
philosophical analytical nature. 


The earlier chapters are concerned with Leahy’s duties 
Ambassador France, from January, 1941 April, 
1942. and Marshal Petain had many conferences; 
they understood and respected one another. Leahy 
was convinced that Petain was doing all that could 
possibly done under the circumstances; repeatedly 
gives evidence that Petain was not favor Hitler. 
was very important that the French fleet should not 
surrendered the Germans; Petain was faithful 
his promise Leahy that such action would take 
place. 

Leahy does give many his own opinions rather freely, 
but ordinarily does not into detail. Thus note 
that considered Franco pro-ally early 1941 
(p. 19); quotes without comment Mr. Roosevelt’s 
nonchalant assumption June 26, 1941: not 
think need worry about any possibility Russian 
domination Europe” (p. 38); says the Soviet 
ambassador France 1941: probably lied glibly 
because was Russian diplomat” (p. 41); had 
little respect for Gaulle (p. 43). 


July 20, 1942, Leahy was appointed Chief Staff 
the Commander-in-Chief the United States Army 
and Navy. Thereafter was close contact with 
Presidents Roosevelt and Truman. For the former 
had sense devotion that precluded even the 
thought criticism. Hence, spite Roosevelt’s 
sophomoric not grossly ignorant attitude toward Rus- 
sian world objectives, noted above, Leahy could still 
write 1949 that “It was fortunate for our country 
that had those critical years [1941-1945] Presi- 
dent with superb knowledge international affairs” 
(p. 95). 

apparently rather complete account given the 
invasion North Africa November, 1942. Leahy 


thereafter attended the various conferences held the 
high commands the allied nations; most readers will 
perhaps find these the most interesting chapters the 
book. was practically decided Teheran 
November, 1943 that Polish territory was given 


Bittner Greene 


Russia plain violation the Atlantic Charter] 
(p. 210); Yalta February, 1945 this decision was 
ratified, while the same time Stalin indicated his 
lack interest the proposed United Nations (p. 
304); Potsdam July-August, 1945 Truman seemed 
very satisfied with Stalin, although the latter made 
crystal clear that there was neither freedom the 
press Poland nor religious freedom for Catholics 
that country (pp. 396-408 passim). 


concluding his book, seems that Leahy misrepre- 
sents the attitude the scientists who made the atomic 
bomb, stating that the scientists wanted used 
Japan (p. The Admiral admits that using 
“adopted ethical standard common the bar- 
barians the Dark Ages” (p. 441). Two questions: 
What Dark Ages? What event those “Dark Ages” 
was comparable the use the atomic The 
author does not elaborate. ends his book that 
point, August, 1945, recommends, the 
Russian leaders, that have more and better 
bombs than any potential enemy” (p. 442). 
eight appendixes are added, well detailed index. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—MARCH 
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Bittner, Herbert Nash, Ernest (editors). 
Rome: Portrait the Eternal City 
Regnery. Mar. 29, 1950. 171p. $6.50. 


This book primarily volume pictures, 128 
them, the shrines and ruins and palaces, the foun- 
tains and streets and squares Rome. They are hand- 
somely reproduced and printed, most them; there 
are some photographs which suffer from bad lighting, 
for example page 125, photo Santo Carlo alle 
Quattro Fontane, which was obviously taken morn- 
ing light, and somewhat overcast day, unless the 
photographer fault exposure. introduction 
Giuseppe Prezzolini interesting, without succeed- 
ing being either good interpretation the spirit 
Rome adequate summary its history. Probably 
just the sort half-romantic writing that should 
book-of-views. The pictures are each given 
brief description through sixteen pages prefixed the 
picture section. The notes are brief and bit jejune. 
But then again, picture album not intended 
guide book; not, probably, intended read, but 
merely looked at. For that purpose, this volume 


handsome enough, although not quite handsome 
enough for its price. 

Greene, Graham The Third Man 
Viking. Mar. 20, 1950. 157p. $2.00. 


This the story Graham Greene wrote for the suc- 
cessful film now showing full houses. Intended 
frame reference for the filmscript, published 
originally written, though the script itself took other 
turns the film plans were thought through. The 
Preface describes the book’s genesis and the reasons 
why the film changes were made. Perhaps was these 
changes which made the film better than the book. 
pernaps only the accepted facts that material for 


Van Every Mauriac Romanowski 


one medium cannot satisfactorily transferred an- 
other—this spite the fact that the story was 
written first. 
book, the work never attains 
inherent the germinal idea which, twenty years be- 
fore, Green wrote the flap envelope and then 
laid by: had paid last farewell Harry week 
ago, when his coffin was lowered into the frozen Febru- 
ary ground, that was with incredulity that saw 
him pass by, without sign recognition, among the 
host strangers the Strand.” Pulled out the 
drawer, this became story Allied-controlled Vienna 
and the penicillin racket which flourished there the 
end the war with tragic results for its victims. 
But the story never achieves the substance and pace 
Ministry Fear and Confidential Agent. The main 
characters are tentative, inconclusive 
secondary character—or main—provides the kind 
poignant interlude which was built around the little 
slavey his earlier tale. The single woman the 
latest story contributes little the plot and almost 
little the background, the author himself acknowl- 
edges. The writing direct and capable, but this 
book were the product less distinguished writer 
would called just grade mystery. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Van Every, Dale Bridal Journey 
Messner. Mar. 20, 1950. $3.00. 

Toward the end the Revolutionary War the cam- 
paigns the Western Territory (Ohio Valley) lagged 
considerably due Clarks’ earlier successes and his 
inability gather effective forces drive the British 
from Detroit. their part the British were unable 
mount any effective counter-expedition and confined 
themselves inciting Indian warfare against isolated 
posts and settlements along the Ohio. one these 
posts presentday Kentucky journeyed Marah Blake 
whose nuptuals with Colby Gower were cele- 
brated after three years waiting. Colby had de- 
veloped small settlement and the great man the 
region was command both militarily civilly 
speaking. Within sight Gover’s station Marah was 
captured Indians and spirited off their villages 
where she became the captive property semi-fanatic 
chief. 

Abner Gower, Colby’s cousin and family black sheep, 
returned the settlements under suspicion con- 
nivance with the English and their renegades Girty and 
McKee. was, however, trusted Clark and given 
commission the latter’s forthcoming expedition. 
Colby persuades him search Marah and 
with Clark arranges for Abner’s arrest British spy 
and his subsequent escape. Abner finds Marah and 
the basis saving her from the stake persuades her 
lie with him publicly. She consents and after the 
incident has passed gives herself willingly him. 
Abner and Marah escape, making their way back 
Colby’s station where the latter has Abner imprisoned 
for treason. tried and convicted spite 
Marah’s testimony but permitted escape Colby 


Best SELLERS 


who has arranged have him fall into hostile Indian 
hands. Abner secures his freedom leading the 
Indians into Colby’s stockade where Marah joins him 
and they escape after having shown the settlers how 
defeat the Indians. The highly naturalistic attitude 
the book toward matters sexual renders suitable only 
for adults whom deserves great recommenda- 
tion minor piece adventure and romance. 


Mauriac, Francois Proust’s Way 
Philosophical Library. Mar. 20, 1950. 105p. $3.00. 


Francois Mauriac has been called the greatest French 
novelist since Proust; appropriate that have 


these pages graceful acknowledgment great 


predecessor. Appropriate, but some ways puzzling 
too. recent communication Renascence, Mau- 
riac, writing gloomily the future for Catholic literary 
activity France, says writers: may weary 
these chatterboxes, who, the end, come prefer 
their works Him, love their works more than 
their souls.” Yet Way writes, not with- 
out admiration, that that novelist was creator whom 
his creation devoured”. 

This book curious mélange fragments; there are 
chapters reminiscence, critical notes Proust’s 
technique, the correspondence between the two nov- 
elists, and the letters Jacques Riviere, Proust’s patron 
and friend Mauriac. From all two Francois 
Mauriacs seem emerge: one whom literary values 
are for the moment transcendant, and the Mauriac 
familiar the pages God and Mammon. 
the first who characterizes Proust “one those 
geniuses who not only note the appearance, the gesture, 
the voice, but the hidden intention, and immobilize 
eternal creation”. This statement occurs 
admiring essay Mauriac’s meeting with Prout. The 
essay curiously dismisses other writers persons be- 
cause they not equal Prout literary stature and 
has romantic scorn for those Proust’s friends whose 
only reason for existence that they may become 
characters his novels. But piece entitled “At 
the Tomb Marcel Mauriac writes, 
passage much rhetorical flourish: “God terribly 
absent from Marcel Proust’s work. are not 
those who reproach him for having penetrated into 
the flames, into the rubbish Sodom and Gomorrha; 
but deplore the fact that ventured there without 
adamantine armor.” here too that Mauriac’s ad- 
miration and insight broaden into exquisite charity. 
Libraries and specialists will not wish ignore this 
book, but has only slight cogency for the general 
reader. Pages and are horribly pied, and the 
price exhorbitant, even for this day inflationary 


publishing. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


The Unholy Three 
$2.75. 


Romanowski, Henry 


Bruce. Mar. 20, 1950. 173p. 


The Unholy Three the first book Father Henry 
Romanowski, young curate the diocese Buffalo. 
applies this unusual title the World, the Flesh, 
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and the Devil, which are represented the outside 
cover three swords piercing the Sacred Heart 
Jesus. 


Such subject offers little scope for originality. Chris- 
tian writers and orators from patristic times have been 
indefatigable warning about the dangers from this 
“Triple Alliance”, and reminding the spiritual 
weapons which can combat their harmful influ- 
ence. Father Romanowski does bring out some new 
approaches these ancient truths. com- 
mended especially for his helpful ideas the practice 
penance and mortification, and for emphasizing that 
meditation just necessary for lay-people for 
priests and religious, and that time for can found 
even the busiest career. The form argumentation 
that develops defense the Catholic doctrine 
the Eucharist seems particularly effective. 


The author has principally mind the needs the 
people the world, Catholic and non-Catholic. Hence 
writes simple style and strives express the 
technical language philosophy, dogma, 
cism manner that the ordinary person can readily 
grasp. general succeeds, but occasionally word 
will slip such “transaccidentation” that will stump 
all but the theological expert (p. 132). For the sake 
interest and variety uses comparisons 
trations whenever the subject-matter permits and also 
brings many selections from the poets, especially 
Shakespeare, that are very appropriate. would have 
been better had been more precise citing the 
sources for his quotations. 

Attention, however, should called the following 
points. Luther certainly did not deny the Real Presence 
Christ the Eucharist (p. 128). This was one 
the few doctrines Catholicism which clung 
tenaciously, and defended even against his more radical 
followers who insisted only the spiritual presence 
Christ the time Holy Communion (p. 128). The 
statement that Luther told his mother that “while 
easier live outside the Church, much easier 
die within it” pure fiction (p. 128). may have 
confused Luther with Melancthon who, according 
recognized authorities, preferred allow his aged 
mother remain the Catholic faith. One wonders 
what meant saying that “man the abstract can 
save his soul without the Eucharist” (p. 
the common opinion Catholic scholars that the 
actual reception, least the desire, the Eucharist 
indispensable means salvation. The sentence 
154 certainly needs revised: “Christ stripped 
Himself divinity order clothe our humanity.” 


These are only minor blemishes book that 
highly commended. Throughout Father Romanowski 
has consistently shown that philosophy the handmaid 
theology far the principles right reason 
support and clarify the teachings theology. Those 
who might suspicious, therefore, strictly Chris- 
tian approach this subject might more inclined 
read book that appeals reason well revela- 
tion. That why hope that The Unholy Three 
attains the popularity deserves. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
St. Clement’s Mission House, 
Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pa. 


Rell 


Burton, Katherine The Great Mantle 
Longmans. Mar. 1950. 238p. $3.00. 


The long list recent publications the Vatican, 
Vatican policy, custom and influence proof the 
present interest the office him “who wears the 
great mantle”. The personality and biography the 
successors St. Peter always topic interest. 
Among the recent pontiffs, none more loveable, and 
perhaps none more holy than Pius The personal 
holiness and the personal attractiveness Pius the 
theme Mrs. Burton’s most recent biography. 


Beneath all the pageantry and all the protocol the 
papal court the solid foundation the command 
Christ Peter and his successors teach, rule and 
sanctify His Mystical Body, the Church. Pius carried 
out that command, completely and eminent way. 
this chatty little biography, Mrs. Burton has chosen 
emphasize the role Pius the pastor souls 
the relative neglect the other equally important 
aspects his office and his reign. Hence the work 
not definitive. Neither there evidence any 
serious scholarly research. However pleasant 
sketch peasant boy with overwhelming desire 
priest. Devoid any ambition for ecclesiastical 
advancement and perfectly content with his task 
pastor tiny country parish, Giusseppe Sarto, the 
son the village cobbler, went become semi- 
nary professor, Bishop Mantua and Cardinal Patri- 
arch Venice. Finally much against his will, was 
elected succeed the great Leo XIII. The little peas- 
ant boy, Beppo Sarto, with desire pastor 
souls, ended his career with the world his parish. 
Mrs. Burton has chosen skim over the Modernism 
controversy and refer only passing the problems 
ruling the church. practiced eye, she 
generous human interest details and anecdotes, and 
never lets the march history get the way her 
story. She completely captivated, the reader will 
be, the loveable Pontiff who always retained the 
country pastor’s concern for the good his people. 
The Pope the Children and the Apostle Frequent 
Communion still enchants those who come know 
him. 

all this the book quite average. Apparent haste 
has produced some strange confusing sentence structure. 
Still The Great Mantle will provide pleasant, informa- 
tive, inspiring reading for the Burton audience. With 
this and similar groups ought have high degree 


success. 
James Redding, Ph.D., 


Emmanuel College, 
The Fenway, Boston, Mass. 
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Bell, Sallie Lee Until the Day Break 
Zondervan. Feb. 20, 1950. 244p. $2.50. 


Mark 14:28 the greater part the plot Until 
the Day Break simply summarized. The gospel nar- 
rative John the Baptist’s martyrdom has been en- 
larged upon develop the story Mara and Judah, 
one the Precursor’s followers. 

Sold slave Herod Antipas, the Jewish Mara had 
been forced into concubinage the incestuous tetrarch. 
When she discovers where Herod’s affections have been 


Engstrand 


bestowed, Herodias resolves have the girl banished 
from court and, ensure this, threatens disclose his 
ambition overthrow Pilate Jerusalem. 
match for this scheming, ambitious woman and 
reluctantly sends Mara away. 


Accompanied her servant Hannah, Mara journeys 
Jerusalem where Rachel, her sister, lives. they 
enter the city the Joppa Road the two women take 
note small band men traveling toward Galilee 
under the leadership John the Baptist. Between one 
the Jewish youths and Mara searching glance 
exchanged, and thus the reader introduced Judah. 
This might have come nothing the author had not 
contrived chapter later have the young man, 
overtaken the wayside raging fever, rescued 
Rachel and Mara they drive past. 


Herodias, determined rid Mara for good, has 
meanwhile commissioned Nereus, her personal guard, 
arrange the girl’s death. Unaware that danger lurks 
every shadow, Mara devotes herself Judah who, 
recovered, cannot understand her reluctance become 


his betrothed. 


The delight Herodias learning that Mara the 
concubine has bestowed her affection another than 
the tetrarch, which her slavery forbade her do, 
matched only the satisfaction she experiences 
planning how she will use this information involve 
Herod the murderous plot against the Precursor 
whose fearless denunciation their incestuous life has 
humiliated her before the palace. John’s cry that the 
Messiah, new King, hand deludes Herodias into 
the belief that the Jews seek supplant Pilate with 
one their own. She this fear Herod 
and persuades him imprison John and, course, 
Judah. After the tragedy that follows Salome’s re- 
quest Herod for the head John the Baptist, Judah 
and Mara are brought trial. result Herod’s 
sadism, Judah’s mental balance collapses and Mara 
banished the roads Palestine become Mara the 
Wanderer, forced earn bread for her insane lover 
courtesan. 


this point the novel loses much its earlier clarity. 
The story Mara the Wanderer less convincing than 
that Mara the slave. The author has pictured the 
vicious mind Herodias penetrating manner; per- 
haps this her best characterization. Mara, somehow, 
remains incredibly soft, Rachel incredibly inactive 
when her sister forced the streets. The public life 
Jesus coincides with the Wanderer’s harrassed life 
she compelled under guard comply with Herod’s 
edict. her travels she encounters the Messiah and 
longs speak Him. Into the narrative the author 
introduces the episode the woman the well, the 
woman taken adultery, and. touches upon the many 
miracles Christ. License taken when Mara the 
Wanderer becomes Mary Magdalene anointing the feet 
Jesus, and when Herod, newly arrived Jerusalem, 
replaces Pilate the Saviour’s trial. The novel ends 
Herodias sees her ambitions shattered and the two 
lovers escape martyrdom and forward—until the 
day break. 


The significance Mara the Wanderer seeking and 
eluding Christ type men caught the morass 
wordly obligations will not the reader. 


Best SELLERS 


The story fairly well integrated imagination rounds 
out biblical facts. Beyond that, there great signi- 
ficance about the novel but would seem accept- 
able for reading those already familiar with the 
gospels. 

Rosemary McCormick, 


Toronto, Canada 


Engstrand, Stuart Son the Giant 
Creative Age. Mar. 1950. 272p. $3.00. 

Cliff Kent, pursued whole Freudian menagerie, 
trembles storms, hates his father, yearns for the warm 
protective flesh his dead mother, and lusts after his 
stepmother, Helen. She herself thinks that what Cliff 
needs job and woman. She about accom- 
modate him respect the latter point but thunder- 
storm unmans him and loses the opportunity 
“cast away the burden his virginity and stand bold 
and free” (p. 109), the author romantically ex- 
presses it. Cliff had had opportunity when lying 
with another girl named Riches shed this burden, 
but after mutual caresses (which the author describes 
with paintaking anatomical conscientiousness) had 
succumbed storm-fear, father-hatred and the return- 
to-the-mother motif. Meanwhile Helen (not yet mar- 
ried Cliff’s father, but loved honestly him and 
employed his housekeeper) commits adultery with 
Albert Swan, married man with “scads” children 
(Albert had “married Catholic girl, very religious. 
Not year goes that there isn’t new mouth 
feed” 100). 

Cliff, hearing that his hated father has finally mar- 
ried Helen, tries kill him and believes has suc- 
ceeded had slain his father. this 
the unspoken goal all sons” 205). returns 
Riches, makes her pregnant, but cannot bear the 
thought marrying her, because must have Helen. 
Cliff gets quite turn when finds his father alive 
after all, and things come gory finish when Cliff’s 
father, about killed Albert (who has come 
take Helen away force) begs Cliff for the revolver 
that Cliff holds just beyond his reach. that moment, 
the cowardly son becomes the giant, exorcises the 
Freudian devil triumphing over his pleading father, 
and magnanimously hands him the gun which the 
father promptly discharges into Albert’s windpipe, thus 
settling everything. Cliff, burst emotional ex- 
altation, declares himself the murderer, for “In 
prison the knowledge his manhood would his 
strength the end” (p. 272). Just why anyone should 
jail for the killing man who forcibly enters 
house and attempts abduct the owner’s wife not 
explained. 

This piece bargain counter eroticism, deplorably 
unconvincing characterization, plot and execution, 
pompously sentimental throughout. Worse than that, 
there strain febrile, pseudo-mystical religiosity 
(p. 84, 187, 191, 194) that would blasphemy there 
were any indication that Mr. Engstrand understood the 
meaning the words has used. 


The book not recommended any type reader. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 
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Trese, Leo Vessel Clay 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 1950. 115p. $2.00. 


you’ve ever wondered—and you must have—how 
your parish priest spends his day, here your chance 
make the discovery. Fr. Trese, the author this 
enjoyable and edifying little book, will escort you 
through the scenes typical day from 6:30 a.m. until 
11:30 p.m. Your view will not merely from the 
outside; the author will invite you spend the hours 
within priestly mind and heart where you will share 
the love, hopes and fears shepherd for his flock. 
the same time, Fr. These will not let you overlook 
his constant struggle with the weaknesses that are 
found every “vessel clay”. 


The laity will benefit from this book, but only the 


clergy will apprecite fully, since only they have had 
the training necessary for understanding many 
the book’s situations, terms and phrases. Along with 
accurate reflection their own days, priests may 
well find these few pages inspiration intensify 
their own sacerdotal virtues. Fr. Trese speaks most 
convincingly the necessity three—kindness, prayer- 


fulness and self-denial. 
Charles Trundle, 
University Scranton 


Thompson, Francis Minor Poets 


Anderson Ritchie. 1949. 82p. $10.00. 

This collection eight reviews minor poetry, 
written Francis Thompson and published the 
Academy from 1901 1903. They appeared unsigned, 
but have been identified the Reverend Terence 
Connolly, and the evidence for their identification 
Father Connolly’s larger collection, Literary Criticisms 
Francis Thompson Newly Discovered and Collected. 
There seems good reason, disclosed read- 
ing the reviews, doubt the attribution Francis 
Thompson. Style and thought alike are keeping 
with his other prose literary subjects. 


These reviews are, general, sensitive and sensible 
comments poets most whom have small but 
definite merits. Most them take from three 
five books poets, and dispose them 
methodically one after the other. All but very few 
the poets have now fallen into almost complete 
oblivion, which just what one would expect from 
reading what Thompson has say them. Two poets 
higher order that have strayed into this group, 
John Clare and Christopher Smart, receive perhaps 
less admiration than they deserve, but interesting 
read Thompson’s criticisms them. The poetry 
Mary Robinson (Madame Duclaux) discussed 
with particularly penetrating sympathy, and 
Book Life and Death, selected and arranged Eliza- 
beth Waterhouse, made the subject fine brief 
essay anthologies and commonplace books. 
matter incidental interest here that was this 
anthology that Francis Thompson first came upon 
Father Hopkins’ poem 


This book evidently brought out with special 
market mind, the two overlapping groups Thomp- 
son admirers and Thompson collectors. beautifully 


Trese Thompson Coit 


printed, excellent large paper, with wide margins, 
handsomely designed and decorated with type orna- 
ments the style long pleasantly associated with the 
name Ward Ritchie. The text, however, the sort 
matter one would ordinarily expect find group 
miscellanea ephemera the tail end com- 
prehensive edition the writings the author, not 
published ostentatiously its own. Though 
pleasure hold the hand and look at, one can- 
not expect attract large circle eager readers, 
and even the most enthusiastic admirers Francis 
Thompson will probably place these reviews approxi- 
mately last interest among his available writings. 


Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


Coit, Margaret 


John Calhoun, American Portrait 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 28, 1950. 593p. $5.00. 


Recently there has been revival interest John 
Calhoun. Indeed might call Calhoun 
Those not acquainted with this political gospel Cal- 
houn preached Herbert Agar, Peter Drucker and 
others, may turn Miss Coit’s last chapter and read 
the message salvation—Calhoun’s great contribution 
American political theory, the concurrent veto. 
Miss Coit sees it, have already accepted it, though 
still refusing give the South Carolinian his meed 
recognition. Farm blocs, labor blocs, silver blocs, pres- 
sure groups all description—these are nothing else 
but Calhoun’s concurrent majority extra-legal garb. 
Such theory plausible and all should read it, con- 
scious that many still refuse worship the shrine, 
still think looks like false idol. 


There are other things about Miss Coit’s book that may 
give the reader pause. Miss Coit fond challenging 
statements. Again the reader must guard, mind- 
ful the open field controversy. Let one example 
stand for many others. “In all 
says the author, “there greater tragedy than the 
war between Andrew Jackson and John Calhoun... 
for all their variance specific issues and means 
attaining their ends, those ends were alike Person- 
ally, economically, even politically, these two con- 
tenders were alike.” With due regard Miss Coit 
(and she has spent nine years studying Calhoun), this 
reviewer unconvinced. 


But now must come grip with something more 
fundamental the book—the thesis the book. Let 
Miss Coit state it. “For eighty years historians have 
divided Calhoun’s public career into two sharply de- 
fined sections: one, nationalist, the other sectionalist. 
This oversimplification. Basically Calhoun was 
once nationalist and sectionalist from the begin- 
ning the end his career. 1815 represented 
majority; 1833 those who thought did were 
the minority, which explains where the difference lay.” 
That Miss Coit’s answer the charge that Calhoun 
was inconsistent, that the Great Nationalist early 
days right-about-faced become the Great Sectionalist 
later date. But surely she states too much. Cal- 
houn nationalist can believe That 
was both nationalist and sectionalist his early 


career seems quite true. Here the book makes con- 
tribution great value. the reader confused 
this antinomy, perhaps might suggest that Calhoun 
was never political was economic 
nationalist and political sectionalist. his early days 
Calhoun was not called upon meet the issue poli- 
tical nationalism. When was, repudiated it. 
And well might, for the seeds that repudiation 
were always his thought. 


The above not meant criticism this new book, 
though well warn the unwary reader that there 
are other interpretations Calhoun. Otherwise many 
might beguiled the sheer witchery her felicitous 
pen. Actually they are meant prove the greatness 
her work. great books are forthright and provo- 
cative. And certainly this one opens whole vistas 
thought. brilliant piece work, scholarly 
and moving drama. Already has been sug- 
gested that Miss Coit may have won for herself 
coveted Pulitzer prize. Whether she has not, she 
will rightly strong contender. 


One the best features how she brings Calhoun 
life. “The thinking machine,” some called him. 
fed “abstract principles”, said others. Such char- 
acterizations were certain embalm him historical 
thought. Now springs life really was. 
Calhoun who was favorite parties, Calhoun who 
was intrigued anyone else watch Dolly Madison 
take pinch snuff from Henry Clay’s gold 
push her nose “with red handkerchief for the 
rough work”, then dust off “with tiny lace polisher”. 
Yet Calhoun was not warm and human other 
men. Jimmy Madison, “cold and could take 
drink and tell joke loose description. Not Cal- 
houn. Other politicians would compromise with prin- 
ciple for personal advancement. Not Calhoun. No, 
not even for the presidency the United States. Much 
can learned about Calhoun reading the author’s 
chapter Floride, Calhoun’s beloved wife. loved 
her dearly, yet could not give himself entirely. 
Floride knew this and reacted many surprising little 
ways. she had phrased it, doubt she would have 
admitted that her husband had fallen love with 
idea. With this idea must live. made him some- 
what lonely figure, man apart, who lived too 
much the deep inner recesses his mind, oft made 
him seem less human than was. 


The idea that dominated Calhoun’s thought was clear 
rule and minority rights. The same idea 
that plagued the Founding Fathers. How, democ- 
racy, can combine liberty for the minority and yet 
maintain majority rule. Here, opinion, the 
real Calhoun. true Americans should read what 
has say this question—his vigorous defense 
minority rights. His concrete solution the problem, 
nullification, undivided sovereignty, perhaps even con- 
current veto, are dead. the inspiration his 
thought the most central core our constitutional 
government that makes Calhoun remembered today. 
course can only say “de gustibus”. Calhoun 
was complex. finer one-volume has been written 
about him than Miss Coit’s and this review has not 


Lubac Hawkins 


Best SELLERS 


come close, nor has attempted, bring out the 
wealth material found this compact volume. 


Rev. Joseph Kennedy, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Lubac, S.J., Henri 
The Drama Atheist Humanism 
Sheed Ward. 1950. 253p. $4.00. 


This book tells the intimate story modern man trying 
solve the whole human problem, organize social 
life, without God. drama with Feuerbach, 
Nietzsche, Comte the protagonists. Their main lines, 


inspired resentment and deliberately chosen, are: 


“God only myth which the aspirations the 
human consciousness are expressed; religion matter 
adulteration the personality; having reached its 
final state rational positivity the human mind aban- 
dons the quest the absolute”. tragedy per- 
ceived that great writer tragedy, Dostoevsky 
(treated the second half the book), who made 
one profoundly important social truth clear: man can- 
not organize the world for himself without God; can 
only organize against man. 


The solution this spiritual problem that modern 
man must rediscover the spirit must 
come into its own again our souls. This book 
recommended all those who want intellectual 
background help them meet the spiritual crisis 


our times. 
Frederick Scott, 
University Scranton 


Hawkins, The Essentials Theism 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 15, 1950. $2.25. 


This book treats brief, clear, and exact manner the 
rational process proving God the necessary, 
infinite, eternal Mind; the first principle and last end 
all created reality. The fact that the introduction 
the second longest chapter the book indicates that 
the author hopes meet real need modern man— 
his lack confidence reason tell him anything 
about God. The book incorporates the results much 
recent research Thomistic philosophy addition 
many insights deep personal reflection. Pius XII 
has said that “the office and duty our generation 
the rightful harmony between the divine 
human”. This book will help the reader realize 


that, since “Christianity offers participation 
uncreated wisdom God and must exhibit 


reason organic connection and harmony with 


secrets God, the contemporary Christian not true 
his tradition violently separates faith from 
reason, bases faith irrational motives, and takes 
interest what human reason can tell about God” 
recommended especially for college stu- 


dents. 
Frederick Scott, S.J., 
University Scranton 
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